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Have a question for an
Agent?

Use the online submission form at
bit.ly/AskanAgent or text your question to

(859) 279-2077‬ 
(your name is not required to submit a question).




Q. Which are more productive, bush or pole
green beans?

Jason Vaughn, CEA for Ag & Natural
Resources:  In general, pole beans are more
productive than bush beans simply because
they are larger plants. A 10-foot row of bush
beans spaced 2 inches apart can be expected
to produce between 4 and 5 pounds of green
beans, depending on the cultivar and growing
conditions. Under the same conditions, a 10-
foot row of pole beans spaced 4 inches apart
(gardeners typically space pole beans wider
than bush) can be expected to produce
approximately 8 pounds of green beans,
depending on the variety. Planting pole beans
seems like an obvious choice since you can
sow less seed and get more green beans. But,
bush beans have the great advantage of not
requiring a trellis, teepee, or other form of
support to be built, reducing material costs,
labor, and time spent in the garden. 

Q . What opportunities are available for my child at the Powell County Fair?

Emilee Hager, CEA for 4-H Youth Development:  At the Powell County Fair, children 5 to 18 years
old can enter various projects such as painting, quilts, artwork, etc. into the 4-H exhibit hall. 

Children 5-8 can enter projects under the Cloverbud category. Children 9-18 can enter projects under
the 4-H Youth category.

All project categories will be listed in the 2023 Fair Book. Keep watching our newsletter for a
complete list of project categories.

Q. How do I start a 4-H club?

Emilee Hager, CEA for 4-H Youth
Development: All 4-H Clubs require an adult
volunteer to begin! Come visit us at the
extension office to complete your volunteer
registration.

After registration is completed, volunteers
will work with the 4-H agent to set up their
club, pick meeting dates, and start recruiting
members.

4-H Clubs can be created for many different
interest areas such as cooking, photography,
sewing, etc.

Call the office or email Emilee with any 4-H
Club questions.

https://bit.ly/AskanAgent


10 A.M. MONDAY

28 Bingocize at Stanton Senior
Center

10 A.M. - 10:30 A.M.

10 A.M. - 10:30 A.M.WEDNESDAY

30 Bingocize at Stanton Senior
Center

10 A.M.FRIDAY

25 Homemakers Planning
Committee Mtg.

NOONFRIDAY

25 Extension Homemaker Council
meeting

10 A.M. - 10:30 A.M.WEDNESDAY

16 Bingocize at Stanton Senior
Center

NOONFRIDAY

18 Extension District Board Mtg.

10 A.M. - 10:30 A.M.MONDAY

21 Bingocize at Stanton Senior
Center

10 A.M. - 10:30 A.M.WEDNESDAY

23 Bingocize at Stanton Senior
Center

AUGUST PROGRAMS & MEETINGS

10 A.M. - 10:30 A.M.

6:30 P.M.MONDAY

14 Powell & Clark County
Beekeepers Mtg.

9 A.M. 

WEDNESDAY

2 Bingocize

10:00 10 A.M. - 10:30 A.M.MONDAY

7 Bingocize at Stanton Senior
Center

10 A.M. - 10:30 A.M.WEDNESDAY

9 Bingocize at Stanton Senior
Center

TUESDAY

8
Youth Agriculture Investment
Program (YAIP) applications
available

TUESDAY

1 Outdoor Cooking

THURSDAY

3 Cloverbud Day Camp

MONDAY

7 Deadline to submit Cost-
Share applications (CAIP)

10 A.M. - 10:30 A.M.MONDAY

14 Bingocize at Stanton Senior
Center

6:00 P.M.







I hope this newsletter finds each of you well. The heat finally came, and it has been warm.
Be safe as you are outside and don’t overdo it.   
I wanted to bring your attention to a couple of items in this newsletter. First, our CAIP
application window will be closing on August 7th. If you have any questions give me a call
here at the office.   
Second, our YAIP program application will be available and accepted August 8th-
September 5th. YAIP is similar to CAIP but for youth ages 9-18. If you know of a youngster
that is interested, let me know and I will work through the process with them.   
Lastly, fencing is always an issue that requires constant repair and replacement. The
Forage department at UK has put together a fencing program that covers a wide range of
topics and techniques. If you are interested in improving the fencing on your property, this
is a great opportunity to learn. I will provide scholarships to anyone interested in attending.
The Extension Office will pay the $35 tuition as well as provide transportation. Let me know
if you are interested.   
As always, call me if you need me.

Jason Vaughn
CEA for Ag and Natural Resources

A WORD FROM THE AGENT

Register at
kysheepandgoat.org



A WORD FROM THE AGENT

Source: Jonathan Larson, UK Extension Entomologist



 You may have walked into your garden recently and found plant leaves decimated or flowers chewed. It’s
the season for Japanese beetles, and as you may have already noticed, they are voracious feeders.
 
Japanese beetles are easily recognized by their attractive, shiny emerald-green and copper color. They
are about 7/16 of an inch long, and if you look closely, you’ll see patches of white hair on their sides.
 The beetles have sharp, chewing mouth parts that allow them to grind up tender leaf tissue between the
veins, leaving the leaves skeletonized and lacy. But they don’t stop at leaves. They will shred flowers –
you’ve probably seen them buried into the blooms on your roses – and even eat fruit.
 They’re pervasive. They attack and feed on more than 300 different plant species. Their favorites include
linden, roses, grapes, blackberries and peaches. A longer list of host plants can be found at
https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef451.

 Japanese beetles overwinter below ground as grubs and emerge as full-grown beetles in July, spending
the summer months feeding and laying eggs for the next year’s batch. It is a natural instinct for many
people to automatically reach for a beetle trap when they see their first beetles of the season, but they’re
really not the best method of eradication. Beetle traps often attract more beetles than they can capture and
that can lead to more damage to your plants. You can experiment with them, but don’t place them
anywhere near plants you want to protect. Remedies such as insecticidal soap and extracts of garlic, hot
pepper and oranges do not help either.

 So how do you protect your garden from Japanese beetles? First, if you’re in the process of planning or
planting your landscape, consider including species and cultivars they don’t like to eat. Examples of those
are most oaks, hollies, tulip trees and silver maples. 

 For those of us whose landscapes are mature and planting more trees isn’t feasible, one of the best
methods is to simply pick off and kill beetles when you see them on your plants. Beetles will be strongly
attracted to a plant that is already damaged by beetles. The more damage, the more beetles, resulting in
more damage and more beetles. It’s a vicious cycle. If you walk through your garden in the evening and
remove beetles by hand, you’ll cut back on the number of beetles that show up the next day. Pick them off
and plop them in a bucket of soapy water.

 There are insecticides available that can help kill or repel beetles, but always follow the label instructions
carefully and beware of treating any plant that is blooming. Organic options, which offer a three to four
days of protection, include Neem oil, pyola and BtG (Bt for beetles). Synthetic options, which offer
protection for one to three weeks, include Bifenthryn, carbaryl, cyfluthrin and lamda-cyhalothrin.

 For more information about Japanese beetles and other garden pests, contact the Powell County office of
the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service.

JAPANESE BEETLES: GOOD-LOOKING, BUT DESTRUCTIVE

https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef451




A WORD FROM THE AGENT

Source: Ray Smith, UK Plant and Soil Sciences Professort



 Good pasture management can help extend the grazing season further into the fall and early winter. Take
advantage of good growing conditions to obtain high-quality pasture for late fall and early winter grazing.
Stockpiling helps broaden the pasture season for the cow herd, reduces feed and labor costs by lowering
the amount of hay needed and provides an ideal location for the beef cow herd to winter and calve.
    It’s easy to begin to stockpile. Simply take cattle off pastures in late summer, apply nitrogen fertilizer and
allow grass to accumulate growth through late fall. Then, put cattle on the pasture one section at a time
until they’ve finished grazing the whole field.
    Take soil samples for analyses to determine pasture requirements for phosphorus, potassium and lime.
You’ll need this information to renovate with clover in the spring.
    Tall fescue and Kentucky bluegrass are the best grasses to stockpile in Kentucky. Both retain green
color and forage quality late into winter, are somewhat resistant to low temperatures and form a good sod.
Tall fescue produces more fall and winter growth than Kentucky bluegrass.
    Nitrogen and moisture are critical to successfully stockpiling grasses.
    Apply nitrogen in mid-August. Topdress at the rate of 40 to 60 pounds of actual nitrogen per acre for
Kentucky bluegrass. Use 40 to 100 pounds of actual nitrogen per acre on tall fescue.
    Numerous studies show wise fertilizer use and timing results in high yields during fall and early winter.
Tall fescue crude protein and digestibility are better during fall and early winter than at any other time of the
year.
    Yields can be very good when water is available during the stockpiling period. Tall fescue can produce
two tons of dry matter up to late November. With adequate water, producers can achieve 25 pounds of dry
matter for each pound of nitrogen used.
    After frost, let cattle graze grass-legume fields quickly before plants deteriorate. Then, put animals on
the stockpiled grass fields. For the most efficient use of stockpiled fields, establish a strip grazing system
by using a temporary electric fence to section off areas of the field. The first grazing area should have
water and mineral sources. When animals have grazed this area, move the fence to open a new strip.
Repeat this process until the entire field has been grazed.
    Stockpiled grass is an excellent choice for fall-calving cows because it can be used to meet high
nutritional needs after calving and during the breeding season. Grazing stockpiled grasses may offer the
most benefit to spring-calving cows in thin body condition during the fall. Growing, weaned cattle can be
grazed on stockpiled fescue. Using stockpiled grasses helps lower feed costs when backgrounding cattle.
For more information about pasture management and other topics, contact the Powell County Cooperative
Extension Service.

The Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment is an Equal Opportunity Organization with respect
to education and employment and authorization to provide research, education information and other services only
to individuals and institutions that function without regard to economic or social status and will not discriminate on
the basis of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender
identity, gender expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, physical or mental
disability or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

STOCKPILE FORAGES TO EXTEND THE GRAZING SEASON



From the Woods Today is a weekly internet show co-
hosted by Renee' Williams and Billy Thomas with UK
Forestry and Natural Resources Extension. The show
airs live on Wednesdays at 11 a.m. EDT. Links to live
shows are posted on www.fromthewoodstoday.com
just prior to the show. 

August 2: Climate Education, Hummingbird Festival,
Pesky Plants

August 9: Degraded Woodlands

August 16: Bugs, World Honey Bee Day

August 23: What's Bugging My Tree?

August 31: Laurel Wilt Disease

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fromthewoodstoday.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7CForestry.Extension%40uky.edu%7Cbddc2a12b90a46882c1c08d7dfd33fee%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C637223970704967399&sdata=Fw3ts6K3va82CmPogSLsKYscAJ6munLjj2fnySFY4gM%3D&reserved=0


A WORD FROM THE AGENT

How we store hay makes a difference in the potential for winter forage losses. It is estimated that
unprotected round bales of hay stored outside can experience a 4 to 8 inches or more spoilage loss on
the outside of the bale over the course of the winter.
A weathered area of 6 inches deep on a 5.6-foot by 5.6-foot bale contains approximately one-third or the
total bale volume. If that bale weighs 800 pounds and sells for $65 dollars, then a 6 in spoilage loss is
approximately 240 pounds or a value loss of approximately $19.50.

Factors affecting loss
Many factors affect the extent of round bale storage loss each year. These include factors such as bale
density, storage time, size of bale, wrap, forage type, weed content, environmental conditions and storage
methods.
In this article, we will be discussing methods to reduce loss of uncovered round bales stored outside. The
bale storage site is an extremely important factor in reducing loss.
Characteristics of an ideal storage area are those that drain well, have a slight slope, are close to the
winter feeding area and not shaded by trees. In addition to full sun, it is best to have a southern exposure.
Our objective here is to have bales at a location of easy access, that dry quickly based on sun exposure,
and bale rows that don’t pool water.
Place the bales in a north-to-south direction and in rows up and down these slopes, with the flat ends
butted together. This will allow water to drain away quickly. Anything we can do to keep bales from soil
contact will reduce bottom spoilage.
It is recommended that rows be spaced 3 feet apart to promote good air circulation. Ideally, our outside
bale storage area would be located away from buildings, to reduce fire risk.
Recently, more farms have chosen to store dry round bales (less than 20% moisture), and that have gone
through the sweat in rows of plastic wrap. When done correctly, this can result in an effective way of
preserving forage quality and reducing loss.
Winter feed cost is a large part of livestock production and giving some attention to hay storage can help
to reduce the cost of production, while providing more nutritious forage to our livestock.

Source:  Clif Little, OSU Extension, Agriculture and Natural Resources,
 Guernsey County, Ohio (originally published in the Farm and Dairy)

 

REDUCE LOSS WHEN STORING BALES OUTSIDE

mailto:little.16@osu.edu
https://www.farmanddairy.com/columns/reduce-loss-when-storing-bales-outside/780465.html






EVENING
HOMEMAKERS

The Evening
Homemaker Club will

meet September
5th at 6 p.m.

QUILT CLUB

Quilt Club will be
meeting on October

9th. 

CLAY CITY
HOMEMAKERS

Clay City
Homemakers will
meet September

12th at 11 a.m.

DUES

Homemaker dues
are due between

September 1st and 
 December 1st. 

AUGUST 25TH
The Homemaker Council Planning Committee will
meet Friday, August 25th at 10 a.m.  All members
please attend and bring your ideas for trips and
activities for the coming year.

The Homemaker Council will meet at noon
following the Planning Committee meeting.

EXTENSION 

HOMEMAKERS



TIME:  10 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.















Helping Older Adults Plan for Natural Disasters

Tornadoes, floods, wildfires and hurricanes are powerful reminders of Mother Nature's power. Despite

their experience and wisdom in navigating nature's wrath, some older adults are more vulnerable to
disasters due to things like chronic illness, certain medications, medical equipment needs, mobility issues,
functional limitations and dementia. In addition, it is not uncommon for some older adults to feel
overwhelmed. They may even need help understanding safety and evacuation information due to social or
economic constraints.  

It is crucial for frail older adults and their loved ones plan for natural disasters. Preparedness can reduce
fear, anxiety and loss. 

Without proper assistance or support, some older adults may be unable to move away from danger.
Support may improve their survival and post-disaster recovery. If an older adult has dementia, they may
need help with evacuation and ongoing daily care, mobility, transportation, medication management and
supervision. After a disaster, consider conditions like lack of safe water, food, extreme temperatures,
stress, infection, proper shelter, medication, mobility and medical equipment. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reminds older adults, their families and friends that
planning for emergencies can be a matter of life and death. While first responders do their best to assist,
it can take time for them to get organized and even longer to reach disaster victims depending on the
circumstances The CDC advises stocking enough non-perishable food, water and medication for up to
three days. Whistles, flashlights, emergency contact numbers, important documents, batteries, a radio
and first aid kit are helpful resources for evacuation. It is helpful to have an emergency disaster backpack
or kit with all these items in one accessible place that can be grabbed and carried easily.  Waterproof
containers can help keep these items and information dry. 

Discuss and prearrange pet care when possible since many emergency shelters often don't allow non-
service animals. If you or a loved one has medical needs, pre-plan your evacuation accommodations like
staying with family or friends, hotels or identify medically equipped shelters. 

Families of those living in long-term care facilities should ask about a facility's disaster plan, including
emergency plans, how emergencies are defined, supplies and generators, evacuation protocol,
emergency response plans and how the facility notifies families of a resident's evacuation. 

It's essential to understand local risks. Kentucky residents should prepare for ice, flash floods and
tornadoes. The U.S. Administration on Aging recognizes that natural disasters are unpredictable but it
offers general preparations for most situations. The AOA recommends communicating with family and
neighbors, charging cellphones and getting backup batteries, notifying a designated contact if leaving
home, staying informed through battery-powered or hand-crank radios, evacuating early to avoid
hazardous conditions, identifying a meeting place in case of communication disruptions, stocking up on
personal and home supplies, preparing a to-go kit with essentials, wearing an identification band and
carrying a whistle to signal for help. 

Aging services can help disaster victims and their families. The Kentucky Department for Aging and
Independent Living, Area Agencies on Aging, local senior centers and UK Cooperative Extension Services
can help.  

For more information on creating an emergency supply kit, visit:
https://www.cdc.gov/aging/publications/features/older-adult-emergency.html 

For more information about helping older adults during emergencies and other topics, contact the Powell
County Cooperative Extension Service.  






